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vice of the Parisian philosophers, I had penetrated as far
as Munich, and here I had centred my last hope. M.
Hertz requested me to examine his collection of finished
glasses, and for this purpose conducted me to his cabinet.

A more beautiful display I never beheld. " Here," said
M. Mertz, pointing to a glass of gigantic dimensions, "here
is one of the same size as that manufactured for the
Emperor of Russia, and now mounted in the observatory
at Pultowa. Here is a size smaller, which, being equal to
that in the Royal Observatory of Bavaria, has been fully
tested by our astronomer, Dr. Lament, and is reported on
in the 'Astronomische Nachrichten.* It is perfect. Here
is a size still smaller, but a little larger yet than the cele-
brated Dor pat glass, with which M. Struve has made his
researches among the double stars; and here are other
smaller sizes, among all of which I hope you may not be
disappointed." My journey was at an end. I had thought
of penetrating even to the capital of Russia, but here was
all and more than all I had ever expected or desired, and
the transition from doubt and suspense to certainty was so
sudden and unexpected that I could scarcely realize its
truth. Here I saw, perfectly finished, a glass which I pre-
sumed from two to three years would be necessary to
complete. The glass upon which I fixed my attention was
the one which had been already tested; and I determined
to pay a visit to the Observatory, form the acquaintance of
Dr. Lamont, and inquire into its merits. After spending
an hour or two in inspecting the various apartments of
this far-famed establishment, I returned to the hotel, and
about one o'clock, in company with M. Ertl, an astronom-
ical instrument maker of high reputation, to whom I had
delivered a letter, I started for the Observatory, some two
miles distant.

We ascended an elevation which rises, perhaps, a hun-
dred feet above the low grounds through which the Isar
flows. On this elevation the buildings of the observatory
are erected, not remarkable for the elegance of the archi-
tecture, but distinguished for the superiority of the instru-
ments which they contain. The present director of thead-clock
